
The Cross of Christ 
Luke 23:1-49 

Getting Started 

❖ When you see a cross what do you think of? What do you think 1st century Israelites and Romans 

would have thought? 

Key Ideas for Discussion 

1. The cross is God’s necessary response to our sinfulness. (v.27-32) 
2. Jesus loves sinners and saves everyone who trusts in Him. (v.32-43) 
3. Through Jesus, we have eternal, instant access to God. (v.44-47) 

Takeaway Truth:  The Christian life a cross-centered life.  

Exploring the Text (Read the sermon text and answer the following) 

❖ Where was Jesus taken and what was he accused of? 
❖ How did Jesus respond to Pilate’s question about his identity? 
❖ How was Jesus treated during his trial? 
❖ Why was Herod pleased to see Jesus?  
❖ In what way did popular pressure influence Pilate’s decisions? What does it reveal about Pilate?  
❖ Why did Jesus tell the women to weep for themselves? 
❖ How did Jesus respond to the criminal’s plea? 
❖ What did the tearing of the temple curtain signify? 
❖ What was significant about Jesus’ words on the cross? 

 

Digging Deeper 

❖ What can we learn from Jesus’ response to His accusers? 

❖ How should Christians respond to unfair treatment? 

❖ Is there a correlation between Jesus’ response to the governing officials and how we should endure 

(or not) unjust use of authority?    

❖ In what way are we all like the criminals on the cross? 

❖ How did Jesus open the path between us and God? 

❖ What does it mean to approach God? How is it possible that we can do so? 

Apply It 

❖ What does it mean that the “Christian life is a cross-centered life”? 

❖ What do you want to remember and do the next time you are treated wrongly? 

❖ If you were to die today, will you be with Jesus in “paradise” aka heaven? Why do you believe this? 

❖ In what ways are you approaching God throughout your week? Is it intentional or more sporadic? 

Would you say that you know HOW to approach God?  

Think About It 

The Old Covenant was launched on a sea of blood for two reasons. First, to emphasize the seriousness 

of sin. Second, to teach that the payment for sin is death. The weakness of the Old Covenant was that 

it depended on man’s keeping his pledge to obey the Law. The people promised, “Everything the LORD 

has said we will do,” and again, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” But they 

couldn’t—not even for a day! So we come to the glory of the New Covenant in Christ’s blood—namely, 

the keeping of this promise, this covenant, is totally dependent on Christ. He does it all! Our salvation 

rests on the infinite ocean of his divine blood—“which is poured out for you.” (R. Kent Hughes) 


