
A Joyful Prayer 
Phil. 1:3-11 

 

Getting Started 
 
❖ What are some examples of unity that you have noticed in our church fellowship? 

 
Key Ideas for Discussion 
 
1. Paul’s Thankful Prayer (v.3-6) 
2. Paul’s Heartfelt Prayer (vs.7-11) 

3. So What? 
 
Takeaway Truth: Rejoice! God will complete what He has begun in your life. 
 
Digging Deeper (Read the sermon text again and discuss the following questions.) 
 
➢  What words and ideas does Paul repeat? (Repetition can tell us what he thinks is 

important. It’s something to watch for whenever you read the Bible.) 
 

➢ How were the Philippians in partnership with Paul? When asked the question in the 
church service, how did you answer the question? 
  

➢ How would you describe Paul’s feelings about the Philippians? What was the source of 
these feelings? 

 
➢ Why is verse 6 so important to this passage? To our Christian life? 

 
➢ Paul wants his readers to learn to distinguish truth from falsehood. He also wants them 

to be able to discern what is bad, less bad, better, and best to do. Where are you in the 
process of learning discernment? Can you tell bad from good? What about discerning 
between okay and better? Between better and best? What are some of the hard issues 
for you or areas you find this to be difficult? 

 
➢  Do you think God makes our love of discernment grow without much effort on our part? 

Are there things we can do to cooperate with that process? Explain what you think God 
does and what we can do (if anything). 

 
➢ Look more closely at verse 10. What stands out to you about this verse? How should it 

affect how we carry out our mission? 
 

Apply It!  
 
❖ What prayer of thanksgiving can you offer for your church today? 
❖ Do you know someone who needs encouragement? How can you encourage them in their 

Christian journey? 
❖ Are there other places you are tempted to look to for your peace? How does the result 

of locating your sense of peace there compare to when you seek it in God? 
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Over 
 
Think About It! 
 
How often in the church are our estranged relationships and denominational divisions the 
result of a lack of discerning love that can test and treasure what is indispensable? Some, 
in the name of theological vigilance, “major in minors,” progressively refining their 
communion by excluding any whose views vary in the slightest from a high benchmark of 
precision. Refusing to see any issue as of secondary importance, they find their unity under 
constant threat of further splintering. Others extol a love that devalues discernment. They 
cast a veneer of inclusive niceness over substantive disagreements on matters at the core 
of the Christian faith. Refusing to see any truth as of primary importance, they find their 
unity fragile also. Without a core of conviction regarding Christ and the gospel, their 
affiliation lacks the “gravity” to hold together people from diverse backgrounds, with 
diverse tastes, pursuing diverse agendas. Both extremes undermine the church’s unity by 
subverting the foundation of that unity in the unique authority of God’s inerrant Word. The 
wise love that God gives instills in us the good sense to commit ourselves to things that 
count.  (Dennis Johnson) 


