
A Joyful Humility 
Phil. 1:27-2:3 

 

Getting Started 
 
❖ Have you ever experienced opposition or forms of persecution (physical, emotional, 

scoffing, belligerence, etc) for your belief in Jesus? 
 

Key Ideas for Discussion 
 
1. As Believers, our conduct is to honor the gospel of Jesus Christ. (v.27-28a) 
2. As Believers, our allegiance to Jesus will create conflict. (v.28b-30) 
3. As Believers, our ongoing, deepest needs are met in the gospel and the community it 

creates. (v.2:1-3) 
 
TT: How we live must be consistent with the gospel and empowered by the gospel.  
 
Digging Deeper (Read the sermon text again and discuss the following questions.) 
 
➢ What did Paul want the believers to do? (v.27-30) 

 
➢ How did Paul tell them to face opposition? (v.27-30) 
 
➢ How did Paul encourage the Christians at Philippi? (v.29)? 
 
➢ What four qualities mark unity with Christ? (2:1)  

▪ What do those qualities mean to you and how can they be expressed in our lives? 
▪ How can Christ help you keep peace with others? 

 
➢ How can Christians show their unity in Christ in practical ways? (2:2)  

▪ What would this kind of unity look like/not look like in a church?  
▪ What hinders unity in a church? 

 
Apply It!  
 
❖ What’s the toughest thing you have had to face for your faith as a Christian? 
❖ Who do you know who is suffering for their faith? Do you make it a point to pray for our 

Church Planting partners who are experiencing persecution (e.g., Khen Thombing in 
India)? 

❖ Do you sense in your current group the kind of Biblical Community Paul speaks of in 2:1-
3? Where do you see it being expressed and how can your group grow in this area? 

 
Think About It! 
 
Paul summons the Philippian believers and us to respond to those who despise our faith and 
our Savior with a distinctive blend of boldness and humility, neither intimidated nor 
belligerent… We must show courage that does not blink when opponents confront us, along 
with concern for fellow Christians with whom we stand, shoulder to shoulder. (Dennis 
Johnson) 


