
All Consuming Passion 
Phil. 3:1-11 

 

Getting Started 
 
❖ If you were to update your resume today, what recent accomplishment or change would 

you want to include?  
 

Key Ideas for Discussion 
 
1. Paul’s Proactive Command (v.1-3) 
2. Paul’s Impressive Credentials (v.4-6) 
3. Paul’s Passionate Confession (v.7-11) 

 
TT: To know and follow Jesus, repent of both your bad and your best deeds.  
 
Digging Deeper (Read the sermon text again and discuss the following questions.) 
 
➢ Let’s dig into verse 1: 

▪ How does rejoicing in the Lord safeguard the heart of a Christian?  
▪ Why do you think this is an effective strategy to be employed when going through 

a trial or tribulation?  
▪ What does it look like to “rejoice in the Lord”? 
▪ If you were to “rejoice in the Lord” right now, what would you mention? 

 
➢ Paul is referring to the Judaizers in verse 2. Better understand the threat of this heresy 

by reading the following scriptures (Gal. 1:6-9; Gal. 2:16; Gal 3:11-14; Gal. 5:5-6, 12-
13) and this article (https://www.keylife.org/articles/the-judaizers-know-your-
heretics). If you were to summarize the fundamental error of the Judaizers what would 
it be? 

➢ Why does Paul recite his spiritual resume in verses 4-6? 
➢ Why did he view his previous accomplishments as “rubbish” in verse 8? 
➢ Look carefully at verses 9-11 and list at least three significant truths you see in these 

verses. 
 
Apply It!  
 
❖ Why is it critical for us to repent of our both our bad and our best deeds? 
❖ How does “confidence in the flesh” manifest itself in your life? In what things do you 

tend to “boast”? What sort of things tend to draw you away from Christ? 
❖ Why do we tend to measure our worth by our performance? 
❖ What do you need to start counting as “rubbish” for the sake of Jesus? 

 
Think About It! 
 
So what exactly does Paul mean when he counts these things as loss? If I want to be like Paul, 
do I need to burn my degrees, stopping using my building knowledge, and be ashamed of my 
family? No. As we look at the account of his life in Acts, we never see him pretending that 
he was not an influential, well-connected Jew and a Roman citizen. We regularly see him 
utilizing his knowledge of the Law, Pharisaism, and his Jewish heritage. He used any 
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advantage he could to further the gospel. What he is talking about here is where he finds his 
identity. He is honing in on a million-dollar question: where do we place our value—what 
parts of our life in the flesh do we boast about? The answer should be “none.” These are all 
valuable things, but they are to be used as gifts from God for His purposes working through 
us. 
What does this mean for me? If I’m really good at Greek, construction, or howling with my 
spaniel, I should not use these things to boost my ego. They should not define who I am. 
Think about the change in attitude that comes about when this happens. Instead of things to 
cling onto, all these valuable things are resources to be laid at the Lord’s feet to be used for 
His good pleasure. In finding my identity in Christ, these other things do not cease to exist; 
they simply no longer define who I am. (Steven Runge) 


