Consider Jesus
Hebrews 3:1-6

Getting Started

% Why do you think modern people downplay the importance of the local church? Why do
you think church membership is so important in the life of the believer?

Key Ideas for Discussion

The Focused Gaze (Vs. 1-2)
The Glorious Architect (Vs. 3-4)
The Faithfull Son (v. 5-6a)

The Persevering Grip (v. 6b)
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Takeaway Truth: Because Jesus is the Architect, we don’t just visit the house—we are the
house.

Digging Deeper (Read the sermon text again and discuss the following questions.)

% Notice that verse one begins with “therefore” how would you summarize the doctrinal
truth in 2:5-18 That is the basis for the application in verse one?

% Verse one refers to our “heavenly calling”. What do You learn from the following
passages: Phil. 3:20-21, 2 Timothy 2:12, Rev. 21:1-4.

% Why do you think the author reminded his Hebrew readers that they were “holy
brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling”?

% Moses and Jesus are alike and that both were “faithful closed” to the one who
appointed them. God said Moses was faithful in all his house (Numbers 12:7). How did
each man demonstrate faithfulness? (cf., Moses in Exodus 3:10; 40:16; Jesus in John
17:5 and Col. 1:13-14)

Moses Jesus

Exodus 3:10 (ESV) John 17:5 (ESV)
10 Come, | will send you to Pharaoh that > And now, Father, glorify me in your own
you may bring my people, the children of | presence with the glory that | had with

Israel, out of Egypt.” you before the world existed.

Exodus 40:16 (ESV) Colossians 1:13-14 (ESV)

16 This Moses did; according to all that 13 He has delivered us from the domain of
the Lord commanded him, so he did. darkness and transferred us to the

kingdom of his beloved Son, ' in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

% Why was Jesus’ act of faithfulness greater?
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% The Jews esteemed Moses as their greatest leader (cf., Deuteronomy 34:10-12). How do
you think first century Jewish Christians would have reacted to Hebrews 3:3?

% “God is the builder of everything” (3: 4) the writer comments. What does this say about
Jesus as opposed to Moses (3:3)?

% How was Jesus' faithfulness greater than Moses' (cf, 3:5-6)?

% Scholars have long debated the “if” clause in 3:6. What do you learn about this issue
from Mark 4:1-3, 9, 13-20; John 8:31; 2 Cor. 13:5; Hebrews 3:14, 10:23?

Apply It!

% In thinking about the “if clause” in verse 6, what are some practical ways of “holding
firmly” to the confidence and hope of which the author speaks?

% How can you fix your thoughts on Jesus? With Hebrews 11: 1 in mind, how does faith
relate to holding on you cut budgets and hope?

% What aspect of this passage would you like to concentrate on or application this week?
What difference would you like it to make in your life?

Think About It!

On August 7, 1974, a Frenchman named Philippe Petit did something remarkable. In the
middle of the night he stretched a cable between the two towers of the World Trade Center
in downtown Manhattan (which were still under construction). Early the next morning, with
awestruck crowds watching below, Petit walked back and forth across the cable multiple
times, performing one of the world’s most daring high-wire acts.

When we behold a feat like this, we have one simple question: how did he keep from falling?
For high-wire performers, there is one simple answer. You keep your eyes focused on the
destination and never look down.

Hebrews 3:1 tells us that it works that way in the Christian life. If we are to keep from
falling, we need to “consider Jesus.” | prefer the way the NIV translates it: “Fix your eyes
on Jesus.” Don’t look down, but stay focused on him.

Peter learned this lesson the hard way. In Matthew 14:22-33 the disciples are out on the Sea
of Galilee in a boat, and they see Jesus walking toward them across the water. When they
realize who it is, Peter gets out of the boat and walks on the water toward Jesus.

While Peter is looking at Jesus, all is well. But when he focuses on the wind and the waves,
he starts to sink.

You and I, like Peter, are very easily distracted from Jesus. We fix our eyes on just about
anything sometimes. We all have a tendency in our heart to follow other gods, as it were,
which we think might satisfy us more than Jesus. That’s what the original recipients of this
letter were doing—thinking maybe they should go back to Judaism. The author is saying to
them and to us, No! Don’t get distracted, or you’ll start to sink. (Michael Kruger)



