
Our Great High Priest, Part 2 
Hebrews 5:a-10 

 

Getting Started 
 
❖ When was a time someone showed you unexpected compassion by truly 'sharing in your 

suffering' during a difficult trial, and how did their presence change the way you viewed 
that struggle? 

 
Key Ideas for Discussion 
 
1. The Shadow of the Sanctuary: The Levitical Template (V.1-4) 
2. The Royal Decree: Jesus’ Divine Appointment (V.5-6) 
3. The Altar of Agony: The Path to Perfection (V.7-10) 
 
Takeaway Truth 
Jesus is both eternal King and eternal Priest. 
 
Digging Deeper (Read the sermon text again and discuss the following questions.) 
 
❖ The Appointed Champion: The sermon began with the illustration of the King’s 

Champion, who holds his office by royal decree rather than personal ambition. How 
does the distinction between being called to an office versus seizing it change the way 
you view Jesus’ authority and legitimacy as our High Priest?  
 

❖ The Strategic Template: Why did the author of Hebrews choose to start with the Old 
Testament "template" of the high priest (verses 1–4) before talking about Jesus? What 
does this tell us about how the New Covenant relates to the Old Testament?  
 

❖ Gentle Dealing: In verse 2, the author describes the priest as one who "deals gently" 
with the wayward because he himself is "beset with weakness." Why was it necessary for 
the Old Testament priest to share in the "solidarity" of human frailty, and how does 
Jesus fulfill this need without sharing in our sin? 
 

❖ The Melchizedek Order: Since Jesus was from the tribe of Judah (not the priestly tribe 
of Levi), he was technically barred from the Aaronic priesthood. How does the "Order of 
Melchizedek" (v. 6) provide a legal and eternal basis for Jesus to serve as our High 
Priest? 
 

❖ Learning Obedience: The sermon distinguished between Jesus’ Active Obedience (living 
a perfect life) and His Passive Obedience (submitting to the cross). How does the 
helicopter analogy (textbook knowledge vs. cockpit experience) help you understand 
how a perfect Son could "learn" obedience through what He suffered? 
 

❖ The Cries of Gethsemane: Hebrews 5:7 describes Jesus offering up "loud cries and 
tears." What does this raw, visceral description of Jesus’ prayer life reveal about the 
reality of His human nature and the weight of the judgment He bore for us? 

 
Apply It!  
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❖ Human Ambition vs. Divine Rest: We often try to "self-appoint" our own value through 
our careers, parenting, or religious performance. In what area of your life are you 
currently struggling to "audition" for God's favor instead of resting in the fact that your 
Champion has already been appointed and accepted by the Father?  
 

❖ The Sympathy of the Savior: Because Jesus "learned" what it feels like to obey in the 
midst of suffering, He is able to sympathize with your specific trials. Is there a 
"wayward" or "ignorant" part of your life where you find it difficult to believe that Jesus 
is truly gentle with you? How does this passage encourage you to bring that area to Him? 
 

❖ Surrendering the Struggle: In verse 7, we see Jesus wrestling in prayer with the 
Father’s will. How does knowing that your High Priest has experienced the same "loud 
cries and tears" empower you to be more honest and reverent in your own prayer life 
this week? 
 


