Faith Facing Death
Hebrews 11:17-22

Group Opening & Warm-Up

1. The "12-Inch Ruler” Analogy: In the message, we considered how easy it is to measure
our lives using the "12-inch ruler” of our immediate circumstances instead of God's
eternal promises. What is one area of your life right now where you find yourself
tempted to evaluate God’s goodness based only on what you can see today?

2. First Impressions: Looking at the four patriarchs mentioned in Hebrews 11:17-22
(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph), which of their life stories do you personally relate to
the most right now, and why?

Exploring the Word & Message

Section 1: Abraham’s Absolute Assurance (Hebrews 11:17-19)

o How does the sermon distinguish between a temptation (from Satan) and a test (from
God)? Why is it important to understand this difference when we go through hardships?

o The Greek word translated "considered” (logizomai) refers to mathematical accounting.
How did Abraham use "faith logic" to reconcile God’s promise about Isaac with God’s
command to sacrifice Isaac?

e What element of the Abraham/lIsaac story and command of God to sacrifice Isaac speaks
to you? Are there aspects to it that confuse or concern you?

Section 2: Forward-Looking Faith in the Face of Death (Hebrews 11:20-22)

o Compare the lives of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. From what you know of their individual
stories, how would you describe their personal faith journeys and spiritual pilgrimages?
Which of them would you most point your children or grandchildren to as being
exemplars of faith and why?

o What does Jacob’s life in particular teach us about God’s ability to redeem our past
blunders and bring us to a place of faithful worship at the end?

o Joseph spent over 80 years in Egypt surrounded by wealth, yet insisted his bones be
carried to the Promised Land centuries later. What did Joseph’s unburied coffin
communicate to future generations of God's people who lived in Egypt until the Exodus?

Heart & Personal Application Questions

“Faith is not holding onto our own blueprints; it’s yielding them to the Sovereign Architect.”
Takeaway Truth: “Faith anchors our soul to the infallible promise of God to give us a glorious
future.”

1. Is there a specific plan, dream, or outcome in your life right now that you realize you’ve
been holding onto too tightly? What would it practically look like for you to surrender
that "Isaac” onto God’s altar this week?
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2. Hebrews 11:13 summarizes these believers with four simple words: "They died in faith."

If your life were to end today, what would people say was the true anchor of your life?
What shifts do you need to make in your daily priorities so your legacy points clearly to
Christ?

When unexpected suffering or detours hit your life, do you tend to draw closer to God in
worship (like Jacob leaning on his staff) or pull away in anger/doubt? How can our group
support and pray for you in your current trials?

The message emphasized that a forward-looking faith overflows into global vision—such
as Faith Promise Missions and church planting. How can you stretch your faith this month
to invest your time, prayers, or financial resources into unreached people groups and
gospel advancement beyond your comfort zone?

Closing Prayer Focus

Adoration: Praise God for His absolute faithfulness, His sovereign plans that are better
than ours, and His ultimate provision of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Confession: Ask forgiveness for the times we measure God’s character by our temporary
circumstances or hold tightly to our own blueprints instead of trusting Him.

Supplication: Pray for grace to pass current tests of faith, for a renewed focus on
eternal realities over temporary luxuries, and for bold faith to support global missions
and church planting.



